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The Parish Magazine of  

Rivenhall and Silver End 

January  2019 50p 

Will we have    any Snow this Year? 

In the Bleak Mid Winter 



Our Services this Month 

January 2019 

6th  Jan. 2019   Christingle Service 

9.30 am St. Francis  Christingle  

11.00 am St Mary’s Christingle—All Age Worship 
 

13th Jan. 2019  The Baptism of Christ 

9.30 am St. Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

20
th Jan. 2019  The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

9.30 am St. Francis  Holy Communion 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Matins 
 

27th  Jan. 2019  The Forth Sunday of Epiphany 

9.30 am St Francis  Morning Prayer 

11.00 am St Mary’s  Holy Communion 
 

 

Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge Rev. Paul Watkin  01376 583930 

psgw100@aol.com 

Churchwarden Ann Clarke    01376 514825 

Churchwarden Peter Hope    01376 502605 

Rivenhall Contact Carole McCarthy  01376 512781 

Silver End Contact Ruth Aitken    01376 583846 
 

Please hand articles for the magazine to Peter Hope or contact by  

email peterhope@utilitywarehouse.org.uk by 18th of the month. 

Rivenhall Website     www.stmarysrivenhall.co.uk 

St Francis Silver End Website  www.st-francis.org.uk/ 

Find More information on our  activities by visiting our Facebook page 

search:-<THE PARISH OF RIVENHALL AND SILVER END> or follow the link 

on our Website (you will need a Facebook account to view this page) 
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A message for the New Year 

First of all let me wish all our readers a happy and healthy 

New Year 

A sculptor once told me that he had always enjoyed sculpting 

and as a child he used to love making mud pies by the 

outdoor tap at the back of the family home  His poor mother!. 

She would give him old pie dishes and he would fill them with 

just the right amount of earth and water. Too much earth and 

the pie would crumble, too much water and the pie would 

ooze. 

As he grew older he was taught the basics of sculpting at 

school and loved having an image in his mind and turning it 

into a reality with clay. 

Every year Jesus parents went to the Passover feast in 

Jerusalem. It was expected that the men attend three main 

feasts in Jerusalem and they would often take their 

wives .children and extended family members too. Jesus went 

with his parents and he would continue this tradition into 

adulthood attending the synagogue on the Sabbath Day. Holy 

Days were holidays and friends and family would travel from 

Nazareth to Jerusalem together. 

It was on their way home from Jerusalem that Mary and 

Joseph realised that Jesus was missing. They each presumed 

that he was with another member of the family This reminded 

me of the film Home Alone  , only In the film Kevin (played by 

Macaulay Culkin) an eight year old boy was left home alone. 

Each member of the family thought he was with another 

member of the family and it was only when they were on the 

plane that they realised Kevin was missing! 

The Rabbis in the Temple where Jesus was, thought nothing of 

Jesus being there alone. The age of 12 was accepted as being 

the threshold between childhood and adulthood. Jesus was 

different from other boys of his age. He was not just asking 

questions but teaching the Rabbis and he astonished them 

Jesus was experiencing a spiritual growth process Just as the 

sculptor I mentioned by making mud pies he later found his 

career.  
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Our ability to understand God can grow from something 

small ,something we may experience in our life   

Mary and Joseph found Jesus alive and well after 3 days in a 

place they didn’t expect . Jesus was Mary’s young son and of 

course she was worried. 

If one of our children had been missing for three days I would 

be frantic However Jesus could not understand his parents 

concern and responds by telling them that he had been in his 

Father’s House about his Father’s business. 

The incident of Jesus going missing is the first time we realise 

that Jesus came to us as a baby able to experience the 

feelings and emotions of a child growing up rather than 

appearing to us as an adult. Jesus was born to live a human 

life with human temptations and dangers He did returned with 

his parents to Nazareth to be obedient to his parents as he 

continued to grow in wisdom. 

At some stage in or lives we may reach a cross roads not 

knowing which way to turn. It maybe a case of should we or 

shouldn’t we, take that new job, spend our savings, or 

approach someone who has upset us. It maybe that we loose 

sight of God perhaps because we don’t understand why our 

lives are not as we had expected. 

No matter how old we are we can continue to  grow  as we 

respond to God’ love  .God is always  there when we need him 

most He travels with us in our celebrations and tragedies 

loving and supporting us So let us carry the wonderful story 

of Christmas  with us into the new year ,it may be a  year of 

uncertainties ,a year of some happy times and some sad  but 

remember that God is always with us. 

Clare Hope 
Now that the song of the angels is stilled 

Now that the star in the sky is gone 

Now that kings and princes are home 

Now that shepherds are back with their flocks  

the work of Christmas begins:      
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to find the lost 

to heal the broken  

to feed the hungry  

to release the prisoner  

to rebuild the nations 

to bring peace among the people 

to make music in the heart.   Author unknown  
 

The 50/50 Club Nov. 2018 winners  

1st  Mrs A Brown    2nd  Mrs J Cain     3rd Mr J Riddleston 

************************************** 

From the Registers Nov./Dec. 2018 

Funeral 21 December Stan Barrett 
************************************* 

Collects and Readings January 2019 
6th Jan.  The Epiphany 

Christingle Service 

Readings 

Isaiah 60:1-6 

Ephesians 3:1-12 

Matthew 2:1-12 

Collect 

Creator of the heavens, 

who led the Magi by a star 

to worship the Christ-child: 

guide and sustain us, 

that we may find our journey’s end 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

13th Jan. The Baptism of Christ 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Isaiah 43:1-7 

Acts 8:14-17 

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
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Collect 

Heavenly Father, 

at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: 

may we recognize him as our Lord 

and know ourselves to be your beloved children; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 

20th Jan. The 3rd Sun. of Epiphany 

Matins  Psalm 36 vs 5-10 

Readings 

Isaiah 62:1-5 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

John 2:1-11 

Collect 

Eternal Lord, 

our beginning and our end: 

bring us with the whole creation 

to your glory, hidden through past ages 

and made known 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

27th Jan The 4th Sun. of Epiphany 

Holy Communion 

Readings 

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Luke 4:14-21 

Collect 

God of all mercy, 

your Son proclaimed good news to the poor, 

release to the captives, 

and freedom to the oppressed: 

anoint us with your Holy Spirit 

and set all your people free 

to praise you in Christ our Lord. 
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RIVENHALL PARISH COUNCIL 

NOTES OF MEETINGS HELD 4th and 12th DECEMBER 2018 

4th December monthly meeting at Henry Dixon Hall 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Knubley, Prime and 

Turner. 

Also present: Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public. 

Before the meeting started, the Chairman, on behalf of the Parish 

Council, thanked everyone who had participated in the successful 

WW1 commemoration events in November. 

Public Forum 

Matters brought to Members’ attention were: 

• The ‘Silver End Suburb” proposal. 

• The wooden signpost at The Oak junction. 

• Wheelbarrows for salt spreading – January Agenda. 

• Contractors vehicle parking/mud on road along Church Road. 

Matters for discussion 

To consider the requirement for Local Authority housing provision 

The Clerk had reproduced a copy of the House of Commons Briefing 

Paper ‘Stimulating housing supply – Government initiatives (England)’ 

dated August 2018. This was included in the current circulation folder 

for Members’ information. 

It was agreed that Rivenhall does have a need for some social 

housing and there are sites which could possibly be allocated, a 

principle supported in the Village Design Statement. 

It was agreed to write to BDC expressing interest in the direct 

delivery by BDC of local social housing on a suitable site with the 

proviso that it is agreed with the parish council. 

BDC Polling Places Review 

The RPC letter to Witham Town Council requesting reasons for their 

proposal that would affect Rivenhall voters, was to be referred to the 

WTC Policy & Resources Committee on 11th December. 

BDC’s DD Group rejected the WTC proposal and supported RPC’s 

position of retaining Rivenhall Village Hall as the polling station for 
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ALL Rivenhall voters. This would now go as a recommendation to 

the BDC Full Council meeting in December. 

Proposed ‘Green Buffer’ between Witham and Rivenhall 

The Chairman has again written to BDC requesting answers as to 

why the ‘Green Buffer’ had been set back so far from Rectory Lane. 

Further consideration of this by the Local Plan Inspector may now 

be deferred to 2020 due to the Draft Local Plan timetable having 

slipped so much. 

Public consultation on Essex Future Library Services Strategy 

A document was included in the current circulation folder so that 

Members can complete the survey should they wish to do so. The 

local proposal by ECC is to close Silver End village library. 

Essex PFCC Fire & Rescue Plan Survey 

A document was included in the current circulation folder so that 

Members can complete the survey should they wish to do so. 

Highway & PRoW matters 

Church Road zebra crossing concerns 

The Chairman has commenced work preparatory to submitting a 

scheme request to the BDLHP for an inspection of the crossing. 

Henry Dixon Road/Oak Road junction – ECC proposed works 

ECC proposed works due soon are as follows: Install deflectors as 

originally agreed and have bollards at each end of the bend on the 

junction; only have 1m of grasscrete (where the area of erosion 

currently is) and have the grasscrete on top of the verge at kerb 

height angled slightly towards the road. 

ECC Devolution and Public Realm/Highway Services 

No RPC Member was available to attend the Briefing on 15th 

November; however the Clerk distributed copies of a document 

from that briefing although there is no indication at this stage, as to 

whether or not RPC will be part of the pilot scheme under Phase 1. 

The Clerk will ask as to whether or not RPC is to be included within 

Phase 1 or simply kept in the information loop. 

Streetlights are now in the process of being repaired. 

Potholes have again opened up on the A12 on the section over the 

Henry Dixon Road underpass. The Chairman has again reported 
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these to Highways England and has asked for permanent repairs to 

be made, not temporary ones which keep failing. 

General Maintenance 

Maintenance of flower tubs 

The Maintenance Contractor has provided a quotation for watering 

and maintenance and for replanting the tubs with Buxus and 

Lavender. It was unanimously agreed the quotation be accepted. 

Village Green posts 

The Maintenance Contractor has confirmed a price to replace each of 

the selected posts and BDC has agreed to pay 60% of the costs when 

the work is completed. The Chairman had marked up about 20 posts 

that needed replacing and the worst 12 will be done under the agreed 

arrangement. 

Grass verge along Oak Road footway 

It was unanimously agreed that the Maintenance Contractor be 

requested to grade the grass back to the edge of the path from the 

end of the Recycling Site along to the first of the row of houses along 

Oak Road.  

Planning Applications 

ESS/36/17/BTE & ESS/37/17/BTE: IWMF, Rivenhall Airfield - 

Additional information. 

It was agreed to discuss this in detail at the January meeting. 

18/02076/FUL: 116 Oak Road – Subdivision of property to provide 

two separate dwellings. 

Members raised no objections to this application. 

Ongoing Planning Issues 

A12 & A120 Projects 

A12 – Any work to improve the A12 looks to have been put back yet 

again due to BDC’s Draft Local Plan Part 1 (Garden Communities) 

being found Unsound by the Planning Inspector. In particular the 

proposal to build the New Town of West Tey was specifically affecting 

consideration of the A12 routes. It is expected that Highways England 

will re-consult on route options though the timetable for this is not 

yet known. 
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BDC Local Plan 

BDC has announced that revisions to the ‘Garden Community’ 

proposals are expected to go before the Government’s Planning 

Inspector in the Autumn of 2019. 

Bradwell Quarry 

The most recent liaison meeting was held on 13th November. The 

main item discussed was a new proposal for a very large 20 year 

quarry north of Rivenhall Airfield, part of the footprint of which 

would become a flood alleviation scheme for the River Blackwater.   

Waste Site 

The most recent liaison meeting was held on 12th November 2018. 

The applicants confirmed they were applying to the Environment 

Agency for a new Permit for a reduced stack height of 35 metres. 

Coleman’s Farm Quarry 

The next liaison meeting is scheduled for 12th December. 

BDLHP 

The next meeting is scheduled for 17th January 2019. 

Correspondence 

Silver End Garden Suburb: Following an enquiry from a local 

resident, the Chairman had confirmed that this a real proposal and 

due to the BDC Draft Local Plan being found Unsound by the 

Planning Inspector, it will have to be considered alongside other 

options in a review of Part 1 of the Plan which relates to Garden 

Communities/New Towns. BDC has stated that there will be a public 

consultation on reviewed site options to be taken forward during 

2019, ahead of the re-opening of the Examination of the Draft Plan 

by the Inspector. 

The ripping out of the hedge opposite Rectory Lane along 

Rickstones Road had been referred to ECC by the Chairman. ECC 

had replied that they are not aware of any approved work in that 

location and will be inspecting the land. 

Finance 

To review the Clerk’s salary and expenses 

It was agreed that the Clerk’s salary be increased in line with the 

recommended calculation and for this to reviewed again in 

December 2020. 

Information exchange and items for the January agenda 
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• The Millennium Committee 100th WW1 commemorations 

resulted in donations to both the RBL and Help for Heroes. 

• Once again the boundary wall of the first house in Oak Road 

off the A12 has been demolished by a crash. 

Public feedback 

The following matters were raised: 

• Sinking drain cover Oak Road – Chairman to report to 

ECC. 

• Hedges along Rickstones Road. 

• Bellway reserved planning matters relating to the Forest 

Road development. 

Dates of future meetings 

Tuesdays 8th January and 5th February 2019 at Rivenhall Village Hall, 

both starting at 8pm. 

12th December Precept meeting at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Present: Cllrs. Abbott (Chairman), Wright, Anderson, Knubley, Prime 

and Turner 

Also present: Parish Clerk. 

Discussion and Agreement of proposed budget items for 

2019/2020 

Prior to the meeting the Clerk had distributed to each Member copies 

of his budget estimate to 31st March 2019 and for the new financial 

year 2019/2020. Following a brief discussion it was agreed with 

one abstention that the following Budget figures be agreed for the 

year 2019/2020: 

i. Parks & Open Spaces   £6925 

ii. Administration    £8292 

iii. S137 payments    £110 

iv. Reserve Fund     £7000 

Requirements under the Audit Regulations 

It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Clerk continue as the 

Responsible Financial Officer for the year 2019/2020. 

It was unanimously agreed that Mrs Ann Clarke be reappointed 

Internal Auditor for the year 2019/2020. 



10 

Precept for the year 2019/2020 

The proposed budget for 2019/2020 is £15327 excluding £7,000 

from reserve funds for any major/capital expenditure. Less the BDC 

estimated Street Cleaning Grant of £1,833 the estimated budget 

expenditure for 2019/2020 is £13494. It was unanimously agreed 

that a Precept amount of £11500 be levied for the year 2019/2020. 

This gives an estimated Band D equivalent Council Tax of £43.67, 

which is £2.12 more than for 2018/2019. 

This Budget and Precept was recommended for final approval at the 

next Parish Council meeting on 8th January 2019. 

******************************* 

Sky Notes January 2019 

The Full Moon in the early hours of January 21st will enter the 

shadow of the Earth in a total eclipse. The eclipse starts at just after 

3.30am with the Moon becoming fully immersed in the central part of 

the Earth’s shadow by 4.40am. Totality lasts until 5.40am and so 

early risers at say, 6am will see the Moon in partial eclipse, which 

continues until 6.50am.  

The Moon will be fairly low in the West during the later stages of the 

eclipse. 

It is 50 years now since Apollo 8 took 3 astronauts to the Moon. They 

orbited the Moon 10 times before returning to Earth, paving the way 

for the landings of Apollo missions 11,12, 14, 15, 16 and 17. The 

technological achievements of the Apollo programme are underlined 

by the fact that since Apollo 17 in 1972, no humans have left low-

Earth orbit. Whilst various billionaires make statements about 

wanting to send people to the Moon or even Mars in private 

spaceships, the fact remains that sending people beyond Earth orbit 

is difficult, very expensive and highly dangerous, as Apollo 13 

proved. 

The Apollo programme was in part driven by the desire of the USA to 

“beat the Russians to the Moon”. But that rivalry is now, with the 

passage of time, of historical interest far less important than the 

science and understanding that was secured. Considered perhaps the 

“picture of the century” the astronauts on board Apollo 8 

photographed the Earth rising above the limb of the Moon. Pilot Jim 

Lovell said that as he held out his hand to the window of the 

spacecraft, he could obscure his view of the entire Earth with just his 

thumb. It brought home the fact that the Earth is a very small place 
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in the vastness of the Universe – but it is the only place humanity 

has – and so with a heavy responsibility to look after it.      

Following the Winter Solstice on 21st December, daylight hours 

draw out through January. On the 31st the Sun sets at 4.43pm, 

about an hour later than in mid-December. 

On January 3rd the Earth reaches the closest point to the Sun along 

its slightly elliptical orbital path.  

Early January brings another opportunity to observe Comet 

Wirtanen in the absence of moonlight. The comet was observed 

using binoculars from Rivenhall on December 16th near the 

Pleiades star cluster in Taurus. That night the comet was closest to 

the Earth, passing at a distance of just over 7 million miles. It 

appeared as a glowing patch about the same size as the Moon. 

What we are observing in comets such as Wirtanen is the comet’s 

‘coma’ – an extended cloud of gas and dust tens of thousands of 

miles across, produced by the Sun heating the comet. The comet’s 

‘nucleus’, which is the solid body of the comet itself, is very small – 

in the case of Wirtanen perhaps a little larger than Silver End 

village ! 

Mars continues to fade but is still a fairly prominent evening object, 

now setting at about 11pm. The young Moon will be close by on the 

evening of January 12th. 

Venus remains very prominent in the pre-dawn sky and is joined by 

Jupiter this month, the pair being closest between January 21st – 

24th. Venus is much the brighter of the two by virtue of being much 

closer to us. On the 31st, there will be a fine grouping of Venus 

with the waning crescent Moon and Jupiter, best seen from 6am 

onwards as dawn twilight begins. 
Sky Watcher 

*********************************** 

 End to End Nature Care. 

Our recent quiz evening provided a stark reminder that winter has 

arrived; the hot, dry summer was a rapidly fading memory as we 

shivered in our coats and gloves, scraping ice off our cars at 10pm 

having parked them just 2-3 hours previously. That said, one felt a 

definite sense of the approaching festive season in the air.  

The quiz itself was interesting as always. Being science and nature 

themed the rounds are slightly different to what one might expect 
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at a more general knowledge quiz, for example there was a round 

where you were required to identify the acidity/alkalinity on the pH 

scale of various difference substances (e.g. bleach, milk of 

magnesia, black coffee, lime juice) and another where you had to 

list ten given bird species in order of decreasing wing span. As 

usual, quizmaster Andrew Moss finished with the dastardly “true/

false” round where there is also the option to say “don’t know” 

because while a correct answer scores a point, an incorrect answer 

means you lose two points!  

Looking forwards, Christmas is coming of course and we have a 

winter social evening on 12th December (full details below). All are 

welcome, as they are at any of our events. As a naturalist, 

thoughts tend to also turn at this time of year towards how wildlife 

will fare. Of course, many plants and animals in our temperate 

climate have an annual life-cycle and so see out the winter as 

seeds or eggs (a few reverse this, demonstrating the huge 

complexity and diversity of nature, and take advantage of the lack 

of competition in winter to exploit the limited resources that are 

available) while others are evolved to survive as adults by 

aestivation or hibernation, finding a sheltered resting place and 

spending winter there with a reduced metabolic rate, effectively in 

suspended animation. Many insects may take advantage of so-

called “insect hotels” to do this, doubling up their role as places for 

solitary bees and wasps to use for breeding during the rest of the 

year.  

Most birds and mammals stay active and spend the days looking 

for food and the nights in whatever shelter is available. Many birds 

of course migrate to follow the warmer weather, while some 

migrate here because they are evolved to flourish in cooler, though 

not truly Arctic, weather. Local birders will be aware of the large 

number of wildfowl around the Essex coast at this time of year and 

the winter specialist species such as brent geese, whooper and 

bewick swans, plus the winter thrushes (fieldfare and redwing) in 

the fields and hedgerows. I saw a black swan flying over Tiptree in 

early November; as a native of Australia that will almost certainly 

have escaped from a captive wildfowl collection and will be in for a 

shock if this is its first winter.  

Birds’ feathers provide very effective protection against the cold 

but they will also seek some shelter to roost at night, sometimes 

roosting together, and smaller species may do so in bird boxes and 

similar structures. Some bats migrate too but most will spend 

much of the winter tucked away in all manner of nooks and 
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crevices, though they tend to rouse during mild periods to seek 

drink and any food that may be available. The only other UK 

mammals to hibernate are hedgehogs and dormice; the latter are 

perhaps most famous for doing so and can spend a greater portion 

of a year in hibernation than active. They have also been found to 

snore.  

The Nature Care group remains active throughout the winter, with 

monthly activities as listed below. Unless stated otherwise they are 

held at the Silver End Bowls Club pavilion, Broadway CM8 3RF and 

there is a charge of £2 per head which includes tea and biscuits. To 

find out more then please check our website 

www.e2e.silverend.org or ring Simon on 01621 810141 or 07947 

388180. 

Rice Loaf 

• 4 oz plain flour 

• 1 level teaspoon baking powder 

• Pinch of salt (optional) 

• 4 oz ground rice 

• 2 oz ground almonds 

• 6 oz butter 

• 6 oz castor sugar 

• 3 eggs 

• 1 tablespoon warm water 

Weds 16th 

January 

2019 

8 pm 

Members’ photography evening. Projector 

and screen will be available for members to 

share their natural photographic highlights from 

2018. 

Weds 20th 

February 

2019 

8 pm 
Jackie Allen and Jane Macrae – “The Great 

Wall and China” 

Weds 20th 

March 

2019 

8 pm 

Peter Walker: “County Maps of Essex 1576 to 

1805”. Peter is a recognised expert in this field 

and as well as slides will illustrate his talk with 

some very old maps from his personal collec-

tion. 

http://www.e2e.silverend.org
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Grease and line a 2lb loaf tin, set oven to gas 4, 180. 

Cream butter and sugar 

Add eggs and dry ingredients gradually. 

Add warm water and stir until smooth. 

Turn into tin and bake for about 1 hour until golden. 

********************************* 
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Scottish Country Dancing 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Commencing 9th JANUARY , 7.30 -10pm EVERY OTHER MONDAY  (EG 

9TH/23RD JAN 6TH/20TH FEB 6TH/20TH MARCH 3RD/17TH/31ST APR 

Great for fitness and a good laugh too! 

Call Sue on 01206 303338 
 

Rivenhall Carpet Bowls 

Rivenhall Village Hall Every Thursday 7.30pm – 10pm 

Come along for an evening of fun with this friendly club. 
 

The Ark 

It's Open House at Rivenhall Village Hall 

Meets most Saturdays 2pm - 4pm (see calendar for exceptions) 

Come along with friends for Tea, Coffee & Cake 

Have fun with Arts, Crafts & Puzzles 

Meet new friends, all ages welcome 

Sponsored by the Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Tel: 07538 599584 or email info@rivenhallark.co.uk 
 

Coffee Morning 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

Every Friday 9am – 12 noon 

Tea, coffee, cake and a chat with friends 
 

Table Tennis 

Rivenhall Village Hall 

2nd &4th Monday of the Month 

1.30 pm – 4.30pm, Entry £3 

Membership of Witham and Braintree U3A required £15 pa 

visit the Witham and Braintree U3A website or for 

further information please 

call Gerry Gunton 01621 819682 

or email guntongerry@aol.com or visit the table tennis page on the 

village hall website www.rivenhallvillagehall.co.uk 

Bingo! 

Saturdays 7.30pm - 9.30pm 

Rivenhall Village Hall,  

Entry £1 

Everyone Welcome 

Call Jack on 01376 514255 

Riventots Pre-school 
Rivenhall Village Hall (Term Time) 

Monday – Thursday 8.30am – 

3.30 p.m (Mon 9.15–1.30) 

Lunch if required 12 noon – 1pm 

Call Ruth on 078 111 04813  

or email r.clary@tiscali.co.uk 

mailto:r.clary@tiscali.co.uk
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Philip Little 

Property Maintenance Magician 
 

Local service at local prices 

Knowledgeable and friendly 
 

07973 129808 or 01376 515257 
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Beautiful Rooms For Rent In 

Witham & Braintree 
We have 4 Lovely houses  

2 in Witham—2 in Braintree 

With and Without en-suites 

£90—£130 per Week  

(All inclusive of Rates, Light, Heat, and with 

Broadband) 

See our Website:- www.jbwpartners.co.uk 

Or Call 

John      Mavis   Michelle 
07850 161629       07714 579783       07966 323914 

G. COLLINS & SONS 

An Independent Family  
Company Established 1893 

01376 583750 

GCSFD.CO UK 
ENQUIRIES@GCSFD.CO UK 
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HELP WITH 

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

RICHARDS 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

01376 513114 

78 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 1AH  

From advice on how to register a death to making all the 

arrangements, we’re here 24 hours a day.  
 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 

A British Owned Company www.dignityfuneral.co.uk 
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Is your PC feeling poorly? Has it caught a virus? 

For all your PC ailments including: 

+ Virus Prevention, Detection & removal 

+ Broadband, Wireless & Firewall Set-up 

+ Internet / Email Set-up & Security 

+ Hardware Repairs and Upgrades 

+ Software Faults and Crashes 

+ Backup Solutions and Data Recovery 

+ Web Design & Computer Training 

+ Software Installation & Removal 

+ Hardware & Software Supplied 

 

Call the PC Doctor 

REYNOLDS 

CARPENTRY SERVICES 

For all Carpentry, Joinery 

& Cabinet Making Requirements 
 

CSCS Registered 

30 Years Experience 

4 Years Apprenticeship 

City & Guilds and 

Advanced City & Guilds Qualified 

Free estimates – No obligation 

All building work considered 

Can also make items to order  

also 

'curtain poles, tiling, flat packs, 

kitchens, doors, sheds etc, no jobs 

too small' 
 

Contact 

07889 110962  

Answer phone at other times 

SpeedyBroadband.co.uk 

 Sick Computers my 
Speciality 
 

• Home Networking Problems 
Sorted Out 

• Computer Viruses Removed 

• Operating System Upgrades 

• Upgrade to Windows 10 

 

FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY AND 
QUOTATION CONTACT  

Peter Hope  

peterhope@speedybroadband.co.uk 

Tel: 01376 502605  

Mob: 07904 235101 

Website 

www.speedybroadband.co.uk 
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Jeremy Larke 

Television 

services 

 

 

 
Telephone: 01376 513645 

Mobile: 07947 601619 

Email: telerepair@aol.com 

All Television Systems Catered for 

Freesat, Freeview, Sky  

 

 Installations & Repairs To all makes and 

models 

 Full Plasma & LCD Fitting Service 

 Wall Mount Brackets Supplied and Fitted 

 Aerial & Satellite Dishes Fitted 

 Freeview, Freesat & European Channels 

 View and Control Your Sky in Other 

Rooms 

 Aerial and Telephone Extension Points 

Installed 

 

Don’t Delay Call Today 

Janet C Davies 
Dip. F.D. M.B.I.F.D 

BRAINTREE & KELEVEDON’S LADY FUNERAL 

DIRECTOR 

Offering a full and Comprehensive Funeral Service 
 

Telephone 01376 339300 

For a Personal and Caring 24 hour service 
Local Chapel of Rest at Fern House 72 Coggeshall Road Braintree and 

Victoria House, Trews Gardens, Kelvedon 

Funerals are arranged and carried out in the Traditional Manner but 

With ‘The Gentle Touch’ 
 

Pre payment Plans available—Floral Tributes arranges—Woodland Burials 

Bereavement Care—Low Cost Simplicity Funerals - Memorials—Printing 

Catering—DWP Funerals 

Part of the Hunnaball Family Group 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 
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Feering Flower Club   
 

Do you love flowers? 

Why not come along and join us for one of our meetings held on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at Feering Community Centre 7pm for 

7.30pm 

Entry non-members £7 members £4.50 
 

 Watch a demonstrator 

 Friendly chat and exchange ideas 

 Sale Table 

 Refreshments 
 

For more information contact 

Sue Banting 01376 571050 

Pat Clark 01376 512418 

www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk 

http://www.feeringflowerclub.co.uk
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DAVE’S PLUMBING 

SERVICES 

Taps, Radiators, 

 

Bathroom Suites & 

 

General Plumbing 

 

Tel: 01376 501577 

Mobile: 07973 306693 

CROWN REDUCTION  FELLING  TOPPING  

HEDGE TRIMMING  ALL GARDEN WORK  

STUMP GRINDING 

For a quick, tidy and friendly service call: 

Tel: 01621 892831 

7 DAYS A WEEK EMERGENCY SERVICE AVAILABLEFULLY INSURED 

Surgery Opening hours 

Monday to Saturday for appointments 

 CARING FOR THE PETS OF WITHAM AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA FOR 25 YEARS  

SPECIAL O.A.P. SURGERY THURSDAYS  

CAT ONLY CLINIC WEDNESDAYS  

Late night surgery Wednesday till 8pm 

62 Braintree Rd Witham 

 Tel: 01376 500038 

www.brookendvets.co.uk 
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A Rivenhall Millennium Christmas 

On 8th December the Rivenhall Millennium Committee erected 

another magnificent Christmas tree on the village green, bedecked 

with lights and decorations - the 2018 Rivenhall festive season had 

commenced! 

Many of us delight in the sight and sound of Santa’s Sleigh gliding 

round Rivenhall and Rivenhall End just before Christmas, and this 

year was no exception; 

On Sunday 16th December from late afternoon onwards, glistening 

lights were seen and the sound of music and carols could be heard 

filling the air. This was Santa’s illuminated, musical sleigh gliding 

serenely out of Rivenhall Hall to tour the village - firstly Rivenhall 

itself, followed by Rivenhall End.  This is just one of the many much 

appreciated village traditions, run and funded by the totally 

independent Rivenhall Millennium Committee.   

Chairman Bob Turner and his supporters go to almost any lengths 

to fund-raise throughout the year to deliver much joy and 

excitement - totally free - at this seasonal time.  One week earlier, 

the Committee’s supporters had erected a truly magnificent 

Christmas tree on the village green which they expertly illuminated 

and decorated - it really was a regal sight to behold, probably the 

best Rivenhall has seen. 

On the sleigh, this year’s Santa was Laura Hatley and leading Elf 

was Tessa Plane. Together they distributed sweets and chocolates 

to all the children who came to the sleigh to see them.  This year 

record numbers were out on the streets which was absolutely 

delightful.  It was Bob and Claire Turner who guided the sleigh 

around the village; and it was a Loudly Dressed John Macrae who 

oversaw the distribution of Christmas Cakes and Biscuits to each 

family with a member aged 70 or over.  The “Delivery Elves” were 

Ann Kerr, Jenny Turner and Carole McCarthy.  On Health & Safety 

duty were Robert Pearce and Wilson Kerr who very ably escorted 

Santa safely along each street. 

Courtesy of Climate Change, Global Warming (or maybe even 

Brexit), the traditional carol singing around the Christmas tree was 

not possible on 18th December because rain, so it was Plan B - we 

all met in the Village Hall at 7:30 instead.  Because of the poor 

weather, numbers were sadly significantly down, but a great 

evening was had by all present.  The Chelmsford Silver band 
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played heartily on the stage and also provided the musical backing 

for the indoor carol singing led enthusiastically by Rev Paul Watkin. 

This year we had something new!  Darrin and Vicky of Rivenhall’s 

DRH Landscapes had very kindly sponsored a children’s Christmas 

Tree Decoration Competition.   All the delightful entries were 

displayed on the village hall walls and awards were presented by 

Darrin Hammond, Bob Turner, our local head teacher Rebecca 

More, and Councillors Kevin and Lynette Bowers.  The winning 

entries were:- 

Ages 4 to 7:    

1st Lily Fleuty  2nd Poppy Fleuty      3rd Jack Dakin 

Ages 8 to 11:   

1st Hali-May Lowden 2nd Thomas Humphrey;  3rd Jack McConnell 

Special Landscape Prizes:  Taylor and Freddie Dymond-Webb 

In the village hall, free pastries, mince pies, mulled wine and fruit 

juice were available to all, and Sir Bob Turner and Lady Carole 

McCarthy oversaw the big seasonal raffle.  From the stage the 

Chelmsford Silver Band played on until the end of the evening, 

giving us a lovely set of Christmas medleys whilst the crowds 

mingled, chatted and exchanged Christmas Cards.  (Incidentally, 

the following day all the children’s Christmas Tree Decorations were 

individually tied onto our magnificent Christmas tree on the village 

green so they could be admired by everyone throughout this festive 

season). 

These wonderful village moments are all due to the inspiration (and 

perspiration) of Bob Turner and the Rivenhall Millennium Committee 

to whom we are all indebted.  

The Rivenhall Millennium 

Committee is looking for 

new members to join the 

Committee  (New Members 

= Fresh Ideas!).   Please do 

consider helping the 

Committee maintain the 

wonderful and proud 

community spirit we have in 

the village. 
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I Heard Your Voice In The Wind Today 

A poem to remember those we have lost 

I heard your voice in the wind today  

and I turned to see your face; 

The warmth of the wind caressed me  

as I stood silently in place. 
 

I felt your touch in the sun today  

as its warmth filled the sky; 

I closed my eyes for your embrace  

and my spirit soared on high. 
 

I saw your eyes in the window pane  

as I watched the falling rain; 

It seemed as each raindrop fell  

it quietly said your name, 
 

I held you close in my heart today 

it made me feel complete; 

You may have died...but you are not gone  

you will always be a part of me. 
 

As long as the sun shines... 

the wind blows... 

the rain fails... 

You will live on inside of me forever  

for that is all my heart knows. 
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Knitted Nativity Scenes 

A huge thank you to the lovely ladies who knitted our new 

nativity scenes. 

At St Mary and All Saints, the beautiful porcelain scene was 

looking a bit tired.  So, after seeing the TV show, “The Repair 

Shop,” I made contact with Kirsten Ramsey, to ask her if she 

would recommend an expert near here. Amazingly she said she 

would repair and restore our set herself, so early last year we 

took the set to her workshop near Brighton. 

The PCC decided that it would be a good idea to knit a new set 

which would be much better for the nerves of the parents who 

come on Christmas Eve! 

The call went out for knitters and we had a good response.  

The chosen pattern turned out to be very challenging as we 

wanted them to be quite large.  However, all our knitters did 

very well, and the result, I’m sure you will agree is splendid. 

So many grateful thanks to June Bala, Vivian Salmon, Faith 

Murton, Susan Donnal, Linda Jarvis, Ann Kerr and Marie Galley. 

Ann clarke 

 

The Nativity Stable at St Mary’s 
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A Tribute to Stan Barrett from the Rev. David Nash 

I am pleased to be able to reflect upon my long friendship with Stan 

Barrett who passed to his rest in early December. Stanley and 

Heather moved into the parish in the mid-

1970s and I baptized five of their children. 

Stan became a church council member from 

1976 for the rest of my ministry at 

Rivenhall, and we were in constant 

communication thereafter until 2009, when 

I stopped writing articles for the parish 

magazine which he was producing.  

We also helped each other with enquiries 

from around the world about family history, 

and for Stan nothing was too much trouble. 

I could pull his leg about the time he 

reproduced my words about two friends 

between whom ' there was never a cross 

word' as if there was never a 'crossword' - 

as in puzzle! He could do the same with me 

about the time I got the naval flags wrong 

about Nelson's signal before Trafalgar i.e. 

"England expects that every man will do his duty ".  

Stan's sense of duty was a real one and as I think of him I think 

also of words from Psalm 107:- " For he maketh the storm to 

cease: so that the waves thereof are still. Then are  

they glad, because they are at rest: and so he bringeth them unto 

the haven where they would be. " To have known Stan was a gift 

from God. David Nash.  

A Message From Heather Barrett 

Thank you to Paul, the choir and to everyone from the church who 

helped on the day of Stan's funeral. It was a lovely service and 

thank you to everyone who came along. 

Dear Readers 

I was privileged to take over editing the End to End magazine 

when Stan retired from these activities in about 2011. Stan 

had for many years produced the magazine with the help of 

his employers the Wimpey Building company who used to 
have offices in Witham.  I have scanned my archives and found the 



28 

picture below of Stan and 

Heather in 2000 I think we were 

Celebrating something (The 

Millenium?) but not sure what 

the bunting was all about. 

Stan was a veritable fountain of 

knowledge on all things to do 

with Rivenhall community and 

was in constant contact  with 

the Rev. David Nash. It was 

from this time and my 

conversations with David that I considered it should become my duty 

(guided by God) to maintain the magazine and the historical 

documents related to the Church in good order, something I continue 

to do to this day. My thoughts go to all of Stan ‘s family I certainly 

learnt much from his sons Eulogy at the Funeral. Peter Hope Editor 

*************************** 

Status Row 3 Girls Rowing the Atlantic 

You  may remember me telling you about my Niece Susan Ronaldson 

and two other girls (details at www.statusrow.com) who are rowing 

the Atlantic along with 24 other boats with varying configurations in 

the Talisker Whisky Atlantic 

Challenge.  

Well the girls have now been 

at sea for over three weeks 

and in spite of having 

problems with the wheels 

dropping off literally (the seat 

wheels keep falling off) have 

completed over 700 Nautical 

miles and are expected to 

complete the trip in mid 

February. Here is a snapshot 

written on Christmas day of how they are getting on. 

It’s a bit mad to think that we’ve been out at sea for over two weeks 

now. Time is both flying by and moving impossibly slowly, all at the 

same time. As we settle into our eat, sleep, row, repeat routines it’s 

nice to have moments that are a little different to break up our time. 

We have a weekly team treat planned for the journey and by luck 

our second treat fell exactly on Christmas Day! So how do you 
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celebrate the holidays in a tiny little boat in the middle of nowhere? 

Well, it started with some sneaky planning and covert packing of 

the boat so the girls wouldn’t find out what Santa had in store for 

them. Even now I’m not sure how I got so much stashed away 

without being caught! We woke on Christmas morning to find that 

in the night our tides had shifted and we were finally being pushed 

the right way so we pulled up our para anchor and set off for a good 

days row. 

Carolines sister, Sally, had sent a merry Christmas sign to us so 

while we jetboiled our breakfast and morning teas we decorated 

Poppy and got her in the festive spirit. Then all we had to do was 

stick on a classic carol playlist and off we went, singing our little 

Christmas hearts out. We even wrote our own Status Row carol! 

Video evidence to follow when we’re back on dry land. 

We pushed hard through the day to try to regain some of the lost 

miles from the previous few days and were rewarded with sunny 

skies and the most beautiful seas. In the afternoon we paused for 

some Christmas Day treat. I got to wash my hair for the first time 

in two weeks (heaven!) while Susan and Caroline ticked skinny 

dipping in the Atlantic off their bucket lists. I’m not sure anyone has 

had more fun cleaning under a boat than Caz, swimming around 

and twisting to get all the bits of algae off. She’s our little fish and 

I’m sure would be in the water every day if we didn’t keep a hold of 

her! 

We rowed a bit more after (standard) before stopping to do 

presents and a Christmas feast. Along with team gifts we also had a 

slew of treats smuggled aboard by friends and family so as we sat, 

sipping a Christmas port, we honestly couldn’t have felt luckier. This 

row is challenging in so many ways and while we enjoy the 

obstacles it was lovely to just take a moment for ourselves. 

So what is in a Christmas feast at sea? Along with far too many 

biscuits and mince pies we had the classic mash with gravy, some 

ratatouille and even fried spam. (I snuck the frying pan on board 

too!) Hey, it may not be gourmet but I wasn’t going to get a whole 

turkey dinner on here so I did my best! And it was actually pretty 

good. Maybe it’s all the dehydrated rations talking but I wouldn’t 

have traded it for anything. 

After dinner we washed up and got ready to row with one last 

Christmas surprise… a narrated recording of the Muppets Christmas 

Carol! Smiles all around as we laughed and sang along. As the sun 
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The Wildlife and Habitats of  

East Anglia 
Join us and explore a range of wildlife habitats and flora 

and fauna that can be found in the East Anglia. 

You will discover an extensive range of habitats and nature 

reserves shown through seasonal colourful slides, including 

landscapes, birds, butterflies mammals, plants and 

dragonflies. 

Try the FREE course preview evening on 17 

January 2019  

and get more details about the branch.  

The course is open to all adults irrespective of background 

or qualifications.                           

We aim to provide courses in a relaxed and friendly 

atmosphere where students can learn at their own pace 

Course Fee £50  

Course Tutor Alex Bass  

Course Location Silver End Bowles Club 

Timetable Thursdays 8.00pm to 9.30pm 

9 weeks Start 24 January 2019 

Phone Brian Gillion 01376 583706 

brian@wea.silverend.org 

went down we were treated to the most spectacular starry sky, the 

most perfect ending to a wonderful, magical Christmas at sea. 

Times can get tough out here but we’re doing our best too stay 

positive, embrace the moments and remember how lucky we are 

to be on this adventure. Long days rowing but eventually we will 

make it to Antigua, still laughing and singing our hearts out. 

From the Crew of Status Row and the Editor Peter Hope 
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 BURNS SUPPER 

An Evening of Scottish Fare and Entertainment 

at 

SILVER END VILLAGE HALL 

7.00 pm for 7.15pm on Sat 2nd Feb 2019 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tickets £22.00 

Available from Ann Kerr 01376 515437 
 

Dance to live music with The Music Makers 
 

The celebration will include the traditional menu 

Haggis, Tatties and Neeps 

Scottish Shortbread 

Oatcakes & cheeseboard 

Please bring your own drinks and glasses 

Carriages  11.45 pm 
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Organisations in Rivenhall 
 

Clerk to Parish Council Keith Taylor  516975 

Email parishclerk@rivenhallparishcouncil.net meets every first Tuesday 

Age Concern (Witham area) Margaret Prime 514255 

End to End Nature Care Simon Taylor 01621 810141  

Gardening Club Carole McCarthy 512781 

Meets on 2nd Tuesday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Carpet Bowls Mick Marshall 512836 

Meets every Thursday at 7.30pm in Village Hall 

Playing Fields Association Mick Marshall 01376 512836 

Spread Your Wings Dance Acam Laura Pearson 01376 741317  
 

Facilities 

Hire of Village Hall Pauline Marshall 01376 512836 

Or email rivenhallvillagehall@gmail.com  

Hire of Henry Dixon Hall Tracy Scott 571551 

Mobile Library Mon Jan 14th Beech Road 9.20 to 9.50. a.m. 

Oak Store Rivenhall “Open All Hour” Tel AJ 01376 619395 

Organisations in Silver End 
Clerk to Parish Council Mrs B. M. Temple 618464 

Email parishclerk@silverendparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Bowls Club Paul Mann 07551 006906 

Children’s Centre Faye Savage 587960 

Neighbourhood Police Braintree Policing Dial 101 

Congregational Church Sharon Gray 583913 

Friendship Club Ruth Aitkin 583846 

Silver End Gad Abouts Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

Gardening Club Liz Woor 585586 

Guiding Group Carol Hutchings 07857 663959 

Neighbourhood Watch Judy Hill 07896 975839 

Scouting Group Denise Sullens Smith 583055 

St Mary’s Church (R.C.) Vivian Phillips 583598 

Tennis Club Jason Cairns 584581 

Workers Educational Assoc. Brian Gillion 583706 

Luncheon Club  Helen Thomson 583255 

Doctors Surgery   583387 

Silver End Heritage Society Jackie Nesbitt sec 585702 

Silver End United Football Club Mark Edgell  01376 584639 

Web Site www.silverendunitedfc.co.uk 

Women’s Institute  Brenda Warnes 07931 548193 

Community Warden Jackie Windard 07785 515526 

Post Office in Co-op - please note that  it closes at Lunchtime 1-2pm 

Closes 1 pm Wednesday and 12.30 pm Saturday  

Library: Tues & Thurs - 2pm to 6pm  Saturday 9am to 1pm 



the winners of the Chil-

dren's Christmas Card 

Competition, with our 

competition sponsors 

Vicky and Darrin of DRH 

Landscapes (left).  Also in 

the picture are those who 

presented the children's 

prizes. On stage are the 

Chelmsford Silver Band  

The Earth as Pictured from Apollo 8 see James Abbott’s star watch 

The New Nativity 

Scene at St Francis 

Church Silver End 

knitted by members 

of the Parish.  




